
Dear Colleagues

We trust that you and your family are well and following national advice and guidance. The 

international health crisis continues to escalate and we can be grateful to the Omani 

Government for taking swift and decisive action to control the outbreak in the Sultanate. 

The Ministry of Higher Education requested that on campus teaching cease from 15th March 

until the 15th April in response to the world-wide coronavirus pandemic. However, the 

University is NOT closed. Access to the campus is restricted to essential staff but many 

operations continue and staff are encouraged to work from home. 

In view of the current situation it seems unlikely we will open the campus to students in the 

near future or perhaps this academic year. We have been preparing for this outcome and 

have developed and evaluated options to allow students to complete their Semester 2 

courses. 

Key staff across the faculties have piloted an approach that is not over reliant on technology 

and allows students to meet the learning outcomes of their courses in a flexible way. We 

have developed an approach that is accessible to all students and deliverable by staff. The 

key to delivering Directed Remote Learning is to ensure it is:

• Focused

• Directed

This will require a significant effort by staff over the coming weeks. Deans and Programme 

Coordinators will be leading for each Faculty and providing details. 

We aim to introduce this from 19th April and complete the delivery and assessment by the 

25th June. This will allow time for assessment and examination boards in early July. We are 

confident this time scale is realistic and will allow staff to take annual leave over the summer 

in the normal manner.

We thank all for your commitment to Sohar University. We will be following up in the coming 

days. Keep safe. 
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